
 
 
 

                                        

 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 
The "Nicola Sala" Conservatory of Music, Benevento 

AND 
Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida, USA 

 

 

PREAMBLE 

The Conservatory of Music of Benevento has been awarded a grant in connection with a project proposal 
under Notice No. 124 dated July 19, 2023, and its subsequent amendments. This initiative is part of the 
funding aimed at enhancing the internationalization of Higher Artistic and Musical Education 
Institutions (AFAM). It is funded under the PNRR M4C1 – Investment 3.4 - T5, as part of the 
NextGenerationEU program. The admission decree for this funding is documented in D.D. No. 135/2024, 
with Project Identification Code INTAFAM000_45 and CUP C81I24000070005. The title of the project is 
Voices of Heritage (VOH). The Conservatory of Music of Benevento is in partnership with Conservatory 
of Campobasso and Università Pegaso. 

The project VOH, specifically within Work Package 2 (WP2), is focused on the creation and strengthening 
of international networks. These activities can facilitate the exchange of artistic ideas, techniques, and 
experiences across borders, contributing to a more culturally diverse and interconnected world. The 
enrichment derived from this participation presents an opportunity for the partners to enhance their 
knowledge base while simultaneously acquiring new skills. Thanks to this financial support, the 
Conservatory of Music of Benevento has the possibility to propose an international collaboration within 
a project that intends to involve other conservatories/universities or public bodies from Eastern 
European countries and USA. 

The "Nicola Sala" Conservatory of Music in Benevento (hereinafter referred to as the "Conservatory") 
addressed in Via Mario la Vipera, 27, 82100, Benevento, BN, Italy and Florida State University, 
addressed in 222 S. Copeland Street, Tallahassee, FL 32306, Florida United States (hereinafter referred 
to as the "University"), recognizing the value of academic and cultural collaboration, as well as the 
importance of studying and promoting music of any type, with a particular focus on BENEVENTAN 
CHANT, agree as follows. 

ARTICLE 1 – PURPOSE OF THE MEMORANDUM 

This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) establishes a partnership, under the VOICE OF HERITAGE 
project, between the Conservatory and the University to promote academic and cultural exchange 
between the two institutions, through faculty and student mobility and the joint development of 
research and educational activities in the field of sacred music or other kinds of music. 

 



 
 
 

                                        

 

ARTICLE 2 – EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

1. Participants: The exchange program will involve a professor selected by the Conservatory in 
2025, Professor Giovanna Riboli, who will visit Florida State University in Tallahassee. The 
duration of the collaboration will be up to thirty (30) days. 

2. Planned Activities: During their stay, participants will/would be engaged in: 

o Lectures, seminars, and workshops on Beneventan Chant and other topics within the 
Musicology area and other ancillary areas of the University, such as the Modern 
languages (Italian) department 

o Research and study activities on Beneventan Chant repertoires and performance 
techniques of music 

o Meetings with University faculty and students to foster academic and cultural exchange. 
o Possible public performances or recordings for educational purposes. 

 
3. Reciprocity: The University will have the opportunity to send faculty and students to the 

Conservatory for similar initiatives, to be agreed upon by both parties. 

ARTICLE 3 – OBLIGATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. The Conservatory agrees to: 

o Select participants based on academic and artistic criteria. 

o Provide logistical and administrative support to selected faculty and students. 

o Promote research and dissemination of Beneventan Chant or other kinds of Italian 
music in an international context. 

2. The University agrees to: 

o Grant access to academic facilities and musical and bibliographic resources. 

o Facilitate participants’ integration into educational and research activities. 

o Encourage collaboration with its faculty and students interested in sacred music or 
other types of music. 

3. Financial Aspects: Travel, accommodation, and living expenses for the Italian participants will 
be covered by the present project VOICE OF HERITAGE. 

4. Subsequent Agreements: following the signing of the mou, a descriptive document will be 
drawn up describing the details of the participants, the activities to be carried out with an 
indication of the content and genre of music to be explored and the procedures to be followed. 

ARTICLE 4 – DURATION AND RENEWAL 

This MoU will be valid from the date of signature until December 31st, 2025, and, if necessary, may be 
renewed upon written agreement between the parties. 



ARTICLE 5 – DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

Any disputes arising from the interpretation or implementation of this Memorandum will be 
resolved through direct consultation between the parties. 

ARTICLE 6 – FINAL PROVISIONS 

This Memorandum is not legally binding but expresses the mutual intention to collaborate according 
to the principles and methods outlined. 

Signed in two copies, in English language with equal validity. 

For the "Nicola Sala" Conservatory of Music, Benevento 
Name: Giuseppe Ilario  
Position: Director of Conservatorio  
Date: 8 September 2025 

For Florida State University 
Name:  Dr. Frank Gunderson 
Position: Professor/Coordinator of the Musicology area, Florida State University 
Date: 28 August 2025 
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